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ADVERTISEMENT. 

. from deſerving the character he has given me of bo- 
ing his bitter enemy; and. open perſecutor ® : for 
E Cr 5 yy an 
thority to damn all but methodiſta, I would not heſi- 
tate a moment about being his diſciple : but till I am 
convinced of this, I thall think myſelf 2s much un- 
der the direction of providence while I am reproving 
him, 2s he confidently aſſerts he is, while he is abuſ- 
ing me for my kind admonitions to him; and my dit. 
intereſted love to mankind, in endeavouring to lead 


enthuſiaſm, into the bright. paths of reaſon, buma- 
nity, and virtue. The candid reader, will remem- 


my charge in general; and did not particularly point 
out any one enthuſiaſt, ſo as to make it impoſſible 
to miſtake the perſon I meant: however Mr. Romaine 
S 
rater ; but bitterly to inveigh againſt me for giving 
it a place in my pamphlet: thereby in a great mea- 
fure confefling his guilt ; and leaving me fully at l- 
berty to point out in this edition, the particular parts 
which belong to this gentleman; and to corrobate the 
truth of them, by ſuch quotations from his ſermons, 
as may eſtabliſh my veracity as » 
canter ü„— 
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be 
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oe te bn of 
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while this bulkwark of 
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1 
ves and fortunes openly ſubliſts — 
Let it then be remembered with grati- 


tude, and to the immortal honour of the 
Muſtrious houſe of Hanover, that not 
the leaſt encroachment has been made, 
preſent majeſty, or that of his royal 


father; and notwithſtanding the heavy 
complaints we are continually making 


% of venality and corruption, it has never 


yet been in the power of a miniſter, to 
ftop the current of publication, nor has 
the arm of authority been liſted to pun- 
this glorious privilege, by proſtituting it 
fon, or abandoned lewdneſs. Even 
perſonal abuſe of the great, conveyed 
in the meaneſt and moſt ſcurrilous 
terms has eſcaped unnoticed; and every 
public tranſaction, has been quietly ſuf- 
fered to undergo the ſcrutiny of the vileſt 
of the Grub-ſtreet race. Witneſs the 
low, 


(u) 
low, unmeaning witticiſms, impertinent 
SA 
In other countries our liberty of the 
4 Is greatly inveighed againſt on 
forbid, we ſhould inflitute, a remedy 
— 2 2 and Whit every 
PN if this 
wo who oh oy 
productions would be buried in oblivion , 
how many good authors would be de- 
terred by the latter, from inſtruting 
and entertaining their countrymen ! the 
enthuſiaſt might then unnoticed, deal 
out damnation from the pulpit, for the 
dread of the Baſtile, or a more infernal 
Inquiſition, would filence all oppoſi- 
tion. I ſhould not then ſtand up in de- 
fence of the powers of reaſon in matters 
cf religion, or endeavour to difſuade the 
unwary from being caught in the ſnares 
A 2 of 


able writer to put a ſtop to its rapid pro- 
greſs, and prevent its baleful influence. 
I mean the modern practice of ſome di- 
vines, who preach eternal damnation, 
with as much eagerneſs and induſtry, as 
their heavenly maſter, when on earth, ö 
preached falvation ; and who make no 

you believe in Chriſt according to the 


muſt infallibly die, and be damned. 


Theſe 


ov) | 
| I have 1 
in my 1 
—— 
— — and I ſhall think myſelf ex- 
tremely happy, fy 
: ä 
excite ſome able writer to prove, _ 
men are not the true diſciples of Chriſt; 
to the character of being Chriſt's ambaſ- 
ſadors here on earth. For my own part, 


I this per- 

_ 0 ” nd T 

ths method of preaching, 21 
with I may fo far ſucceed, as 
e 
5 conſequently their ſalaries ; for I am 
Danes tx wel nd or he 


He was once reckoned a learned, 2 8 
nnen mad- 
man; 


| and a fool. R——e's ſermons, p. 47- 


tons ; 
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it, and furprize them into the reading of 
a pamphlet on a religious ſubjet, by 
this abrute title page, which bears ſuch 
2 ſtrong reſemblance to their favourite 
dad I intitled it, enthufioſm or meth- 
diſm diſplayed ; the very notion of a 


* The firſt edition was publiſhed with the title 


with which it has been received, even as a religi- 
ous piece; and the recommendation of ſeveral 
worthy gentlemen, who thought it might be more 
extenſively uſefull, and more likely to be read, by 
ſome of the deluded methodiſts themſelves, has in- 
duced the author to put a fuller title, 


| 


of Die and be Danned, only ; but the candour 


bun 


TR. 
ſpiritual treatiſe would have diſguſted 
them, and my little production would 
never have found its way into the cata- 
logues of the polite coffee-houſes : but; 
while under this conciſe title, a general, 
2 miniſter of ſtate, a chief magiſtrate, 
or even a player, may be hinted at: it 
nolity, aid read fir wit of ab 
ployment, or, as the French call it pour 
paſſer le tems : with the public, I may 
ſtand excuſed for this title, as it is, in 
fact, the very expreſſion taken from the 
mouth of one who is called a preacher 
: of right neſs 


I have only to add, that as the laws 
of the land moſt prudently forbid the 
diſturbing a miniſter in his pulpit ; and 
wee are thereby obliged to hear all ab- 

ſurdities patiently, the preſs is the only 
proper means of publiſhing ing our objec- 
tions to them; and where theſe abſur- 
ditics afſect the public, it is hoped they 

will 


69 


neſt intention expoſes them, tho he is 
guilty of inclegance of expreſſion, and is 
unable to ſtand the teſt of literary criti- 


in that neceſſary form and order, which 
is obſerved by thoſe who are profeſſed 


RK 


pages in the light of a friendly letter, 


in its greateſt purity and ſimplicity; and as 


AND BE 


D AM N E D 


2 ABN 0s en ee 
2 firſt promulgated, I think it can- 
not be diſputed that it was taught 


it was not to be confined to that age and 
country alone wherein it was firſt publiſh- 
ed, it became neceſſary to lay a proper 
foundation for tranſmitting it down to the 
lateſt poſterity, in the fame purity and fim- 
plicity in which is was firſt delivered by its 
heavenly founder. Oral tradition could 
never have anſwered this valuable purpole : 2 
we know how ſubje& it has ever been to 


5 impuriticy 


FD (0) 
impurities and abſurditics ; it was therefore 

neceflary that thoſe who had been witneſſes 

„rl 
rious death, his glorious reſurrection and 
aſcention, ſhould record theſe wonderful 
faQs in writings, which might be copied, 
languages, of that part of the known world 
which then embraced chriſtianity , and 
from them be handed down to remoteſt 


For this valuable end the evangeliſts and 
apoſtles wrote ; and theſe writings or ſcrip- 
. in with the noms of 

our ſalvation are fo clearly laid down, and 
dur duty as chriſtians fo obvious, that he 
that runneth may read; they are intelligi- 
ble to the meaneſt capacity, and want no 
forced interpretations, nor ſcholaſtic refine- 
ments to teach the great duties of a chriſti- 
an life. What then can have given riſe to 
ſo many diſputes, quarrels, and wars, which | 
have diſgraced ſome of the principal profeſ- 


profilce they have continac ever hs) 


= 
fres and tenchers of chin from the 


age of the apoſtles to the preſent times ? 
St. Peter has told us: the unſtable and un- 


learned, fays he, wreſt theſe as they do all 


other ſcriptures, to their own deſtruion. 


"This they began to do in his time, this 


and had the apoſtle lived to our day and 


nation, he could not have given a mote 
accurate deſcription of the prevailing diſpo- 


ſition of ſome of our ſpiritual guides. It is 
to be feared they wreſt the ſcriptures, not 
only to their own deſtruction, but to that 
of many thouſands ; at leaſt, to all human 
appearance; but who dare ſet limits to the 
— 


It is owing to this falſe interpretation of 
ſcripture to ſerve the particular purpoſes of 


ſome of the proſeſſors of chriſtianity, that 


different ſhape in almoſt every country 


where it has been propagated; to this we 


owe the perverting the ſenſe of the molt 
B 2 obvious 


(12) 
obvious and eaſy texts of ſcripture, to 
cruelty, in fore countries, and of unchar 
tablenefs in others. How many paflages 
of holy writ will not the catholic point ont, 
to ſupport the authority and infallibility of 
the Pope, and from the fame pure foun- 
tains will he not draw the bloody water of 
perſecution? will he not quote authority 
from ſcripture, to cannonize and adore 
men of like infirmities - with ourſelves? 
nay, will he not make uſe of the miracſes 
by our Saviour and his apoſtles to 
ſupport all the frauds and impoſitions prac; 
F 


| Every ſet of 6 > 
Hons 22 rectitude with texts of 
3 8 
oppoſite to each other, 25 light to darkneſs, 


' Having thus mentioned ſome of the mo- 


tives of wreſting the ſcriptures, ſuch as the 
making. 


= 


(13) 
elty ; I ſhall now confine myſelf to the va- 
rious ſhapes chriſtianity aſſumes at preſent 
in..our day and nation, and endeavour to 


trace ſome of the cauſes of this difunion of 


chriſtians amongſt us, to the fountain head ; 
namely, the wreſting of the ſcriptures by 
the unlearned and unſtable ; and I may add, 
even by the learned, to promote the gratifi- 
cations of their particular paſhons :—— And 


if it can be proved according to a eglebrated | 


writer, © that the -diſanion of - chriſtians is 
* more teejadichd 1 the cont of chlije- 
* ity than the writings of its enemies, we 
of the preſent age with fo much warmth 
from the pulpit'; as the cauſe of the cool 
people of high rank and education : And 
we ſhall - ſtill have the leſs reaſon for this 
groundleſs charge, if what an eminent and 
univerſally admired writer * has faid, be 


true, © that infidelity is not the characteriſtie 


* of this age ; and that the works of a late 


2 — 
| + Dr. Browne in his timate of the manners and 


noble 


principles of the times. 


3 (14) 
* noble lord, the” fraught with the very 


us, -* that this age is not deep in ſpecula- 


Preachers, you will hear of 
infidelity of the good people of England ; 
and will be told that all our misfortunes, 
public or private are owing to our living in a 
ate of infidelity : I uſe their own words : 


” * . * * , ** - 
* - ” E = 8 « , 1 he , 
5 ' * 7 * . * | 8 0 P . - , . 
C F 


— —— * — . 
2 


hand ; and therefore depended on his memory for this 
pailage, which was printed as exact as he could recol- 


bet it, from Mr. Romaine's own mouth, as delivered 


the real paſſage as it lands in Mr. Romaine's.ſermons, 
Jult printed, p. 51, is here inſerted, © ſhall you who 


and careleſs, while the almighty God is your enemy ; 
and he may this moment come and get glory to all his 


think yourſelves ſecure in this.caſe, while there is only 
and hell ? os 
© nation, 


* that nothing but the thin vital air which 


that the different methods of 


giving it the harſh name of infidelity, 


which they were firſt taught and obſerved, 


(15) 
© nation, and that unleſs we come unto 


* Chriſt Jeſus immediately, we ſhall all die 
* and be damned. In anfwer to this I f. 


the goſpel, and the difunion of in pros 
feſſors, proceeding from their mi 


ing ſcripture to ſerve particular purpoſes, 
are the cauſes of that lukewarmneſs 


amongſt 
chriſtians, which they pretend to atnend, by 
thundering dewnatjon in their ears ; and by 


W 


clearing chriſtianity from that cloud of ſu- 


perſtition and error which the Romiſh clergy 
had thrown over it; and in this glorious 
undertaking we have as a nation hitherto 
ſucceeded, and eſtabliſhed a church, in 
which the rites and ceremonies of the chri- 
ſtian religion, as well as its doctrines ſeem to 
be preſerved in that purity and ſimplicity in 


and moſt agreeable to the * 
interpretation of ſcripture. | — 


Were 


(16) 


Were we to ſtop here we ſhould do well, 
and ſhould have no room to complain of 
ſo many different ſects of chriſtians, ſome of 

Theſe men under a pretence of further re- 

formation, refine away the very ſenſe of 
_ Ccripture ; and inſtead of a pure and holy 
religion, have rendered chriſtianity, an un- 
intelligible jargon of enthuſiaſtic myſteries . 


Mr. Romaine ſpeaking of the Godhead, p. 153, 
thus explains the doctrine of the trinity. Of his eſ- 
ſence, of his perſonality, and of the office of the divine 
perſons in the cxconomy of the covenant, God has ſet 
before our eyes, in the agency of nature a lively pic- 
ture: for the grand agent in nature is the air, which 
| is one eſſence, whether it be rarchied to its ſmal- 
leſt parts in the action of fire at the orb of the 


| fun, or ſent out in light, or returned in groſs air to 


maintain and carry on this action of fire at the orb of 
the ſun, in which ſoever of theſe three diſtin opera- 
tions it be employed, it is ſtill air; and accordingly 
this unity of its eſſence, and diſtinctĩon of its three- 
fold agency, is declared in ſcripture to be the inſtituted 
type,, in which we are to read the unity of the divine 
ellence, and the offices of the three divine perſons : 


(7) 


m & ive agua 
of much ſtudy and learning to be able to. 
give. a juſt and inſtructive explanation of 
ſcripture : in our day every diſciple of theſe 
ſeQaries not only throws a new light on dif- 
ficult paſſages, but tells you with the utmoſt 
confidence, that unleſs you believe in them, 
according to his interpretation, you are in 
_ © a ſtate of damnation. 


What can be the motives of their teach- 


—— — 


again, p. 154, It pleaſed the father to get glory to the 
divine juftice and holineſs by demanding ſatisfaction for 

fin,--he was the avenger of fin, and therefore air in the 
action of fire is his emblem. It pleaſed the fon to get 

glory to the divine love and mercy, by paying this ſatis · 
faction, and therefore his conſtant name is light. And 
it pleaſed the eternal ſpirit to get glary to all the divine 
attributes by inſpiring dead ſinners with a deſire to be 
Taifed to newneſs of liſe, and then by breathing it into 
their ſouls, and carrying it on through the life of grace | 
until he bring them to the life of glory, and there- 
. EO OI 


| ( 18 ) 

holding ſuch vaſt congregations ? Is it pure 
and unbiafſed love for mankind ? Is it a de- 
fire to ſettle chriſtianity on a more fure and 
laſting foundation than it is at preſent ? Or is 
it barely to recommend it with uncommon 
fervour and zeal? Surely they cannot lay 
claim to any of theſe motives ; if they do, 
what muſt they think of the whole body of 
the clergy ? Do not they ſhew a regard to 


the welfare of mankind and the propagation 


| of chriſtianity? Are there not a ſufficient 
number of them labouring in the vineyard ? 
coor pay 1 ons 
religion on a ſure f ation? Ar N 
. —— in foreign 
parts; and the inſtructions given in the cha- 
rity ſchools at home a ſufficient proof that 
they uſe their utmoſt endeavours to tranſmit 
our holy religion in its native purity to po- 
ſterity ? Do not they in general recommend 
it from their pulpits with a becoming zeal 
and fervor ? They do. But it is with de- 
cency and modeſty, not enforcing it with 
damnation at the end of every ſentence, but 


1 
St. Paul, to the coming of the Lord, who 
will bring to light the hidden things of dark - 
heart. If therefore none of theſe laudable 
puzpoſes engage them to congregate ſuch 
multitudes, we muſt conclude that either 
ambiſſon or intereſt is at the bottom of their 
extraordinary preachments. 1 know they 
will totally diſclaim the latter, and even 
they do not aſpire after church preferment 
thereby to enrich themſelves ; but in anſwer 
to this, give me leave to conjecture that 
there are many ways of being paid for their 
extraordinary ſervices, perhaps adequate to 
the moſt valuable benefices ; and that a neg- 


There is a ſecret pride in ſome men's ap- 
parent humility ; and it is often found that 
great wealth and a mean perſonal appear- 
22 and until it can 
C 2 be 


P ſpruce appearance is not conſiſtent with the 


from their diſciples, 1 ſhall not readily ac- 


r 
W +4 


A popular preacher, (who withjo the 
very walls of our church) exalts himſelf in- 
to the judgment ſeat of his lord and maſter, 
e ate of ee 
miring croud, has lately afſumed the exter- 
nal appearance of indigence. 1 ſuppoſe he has 
altered his opinion, and now thinks that a 


humility of the goſpel. Let not kim who 
is ſo remarkably uncharitable as to damn 
mankind by wholeſale, wonder at my ſuſ- 
pecting that worldly intereſt is his aim; 
my accuſation amounts only to ſuſpicion ; 
his ſentences of damnation are always pe- 
remptory ; and often fatal. 


Since then I have ſhewn that it is not 
improbable, but that ſome of theſe tcachers 
may be influenced by ſelf-intereſt, and ha- 
ving no extraordinary talents to recommend 
| them 


(21) 
them to church preferment, may | have 
found this method of preaching anſwer their 
purpoſe as well: let us wave our further 
opinion on: this head, and proceed to ex- 
amine how far ambition may be the cauſe 
— NE CS 


| There we to or of ambition, rann 
gange them of all hopes of gra 


but that there is more pride in the heart of 
him who has founded a tabernacle, than 
in his, whoſe modefl merit has raiſed him to 
an 1 fee. Self-conceit and preſump- 
tion I chuſe to diſtinguiſh as the grand 
characteriſtics of ſpiritual pride: theſe are 


4 


. ® It is one of the offices of the wiſdom that is from 

above, to underſtand a parable and the interpretation 
thereof I have endeavpured to give you the in- 
. HE : ele 


(22) 
che ſteps by which they aſcend the ladder 
of ſpiritual ambition, and gain the ſummit 


ses 
quired by them. Self- conceit whiſpers in 
they are ſelected ſhepherds to "fd the 
flock of Chriſt, hence they begin to dive 
into ſcripture for paſſages which they wreſt 
in favour of their terrific form of preaching 
the goſpel, and as fear is ever predominant 
in weak minds, they endeavour to produce 
tems, making their appeals to the paſſion 
of fear, inſtead of endeavouring to implant 
in the minds of men a love of true religion, 
and a lively faith in Chriſt, by mild perſua- 
lar purpoſes ; they are conſcious that the 


of any new ſect of chriſtians in this king- 
2 endeavour to find out 1 
clergy; hence calumny, and accuſa- 


(23) 
generality clergy teach the goſpel in 
wr Aur, ; and therefore if they 
1 in the ſame common method 


there will be no opportunity of diſtinguiſh- 


ing themſelves, nor any pretence for ſetting 


the world, 
themſelves A+ + und — 


ti : 


It is the buſineſs then of every founder 


| Ge 0 „ 2 A 


tention re: of their office, 

jon to the great duties | 
againſt the laity in e 

TIES ws 


2 who underſtood our 


language, 


(244) 
language, to hear a preacher in a chriſtian 
ec they are a ſet of infidels, that cheir at- 
c tendance on the public worſhip of God; 
< and their living in the exacteſt obſerva- 
tion of all moral virtues, are but ſhining 
e fins in the ſight of God, unleſs they come 
c unto Chriſt, and waſh themſelves in the 
<< blood of the Lamb? would he not be 
< further ſurpriſed to hear another of theſe 
< zealous preachers tell you, chat the ma- 
* jority of this great and flouriſhing king- 
« dom live without Chriſt in their hearts: 
<< are deaf to his awakening calls delivered 
<« ber on in their fins, acting all manner of 
* abominations, and eagerly purſuing eter- 
« nal damnation, that in this ſituation, 
« their wives, their children, their eſtates 
* and eſſects are given them for a curſe ; 
chat they had better part with them all, 
© than want that inward light and grace in 
< their hearts, without which there is no 
| © going to heaven: that the ſtraꝶ gate that 
— too narrow 


b 


fion of our Saviour, makes an cafy (though | 
impious) tranſition w * e 
bullecings hs foes mer with ; how hard he 
tas laboured in the vineyard of Chrift, how 
he has ſtruggled for the preſervation of 
their precious fouls; and thus with the 
moſt powerful vociferation, and enthuſiaſtic 


. 
D 


(26) 
gaping mukique, till the whole coogregs- 
tion reſounds with ſobs and fighs ; and ſpi- 
ritual groanings, which he receives as in- 
cenſe offered to his ſuperior piety and ex- 

cellence ; and, in the warmth of his imd- 
gination, conceits himſelf to be no leſs that 


Dew of hee ns of wr) e n 
SO Pen | 


: e the duties of 
his office in his church, is forced to preach 
to very thin ; for molt of the 
a poorer ſort, ſervants eſpecially, are not con- 
tent to hear found morality, and the pure 

| doctrine 


— 
* * 


ww 
| doftrine of chriſtianity at heir pariſh 
churches, they muſt run after every popu- 


Jar enthuſiaſt, who rails at their ſuperiors, 
and tells them He is commiſſioned to 
s aan chem to an adoption in Chriſt, to be 
* his elect, and to make them rich indeed, 
and make them far better men than their 
« worldly maſters :” to him therefore they 
bow and cringe, and by him they are taught 
to believe ſuch an inſtantanequs converſion 
worked in their fouls, that they are rege- 
perate, „ 
thoſe of the fame perfualion, | 


a ; 


"Me 
contributions for defraying the expences of 
preaching the goſpel out of the pale of the 
ohurch; and if fo, an unneceflary charge 
Þ here laid on thaſe who might hear the 
_ goſpel at their own pariſh churches with- 
"out it; but this I ſuppoſe will be evaded by 
faying, with their uſual candour, that our 
divines do. not — 


( 
vert finners to repentance asthey do; 9 and 
indeed, if the moſt nonſenfical 
Sad of all form and order, and forme 
times of decency, is the proper method of 
preaching, and the beſt means of conver; 
jon; theſe are the men to follow ; theſp 
a | 


II this ſpiritual pride, which I have ber 
given a ſketch of, has a place in the heart 
of the preacher, it mult be tranſmitted to 
his diſciples ; and every man's experience 
will furniſh him with inſtances amongſt his 
arquaintance, of the behaviour of thoſe who 
are thus infected ; they contemn all dif- 
courſes on morality, and the good conduct 
of life : they take it for granted, that the 
nnen 


- . t plihie- in 6l6 
church, of great leiſure and abilities; and js much to 
be wiſhed they would employ them in explaining the 
ſang of ſongs.” Preface to Romaine's diſcourſes on 
the ſong: he likewiſe in the ſame place dictates to 
theſe men of great abilities and leiſure what method 
2 — 


cncluing hat hk of thei own por 
law, that they never. violate any part pf 1. 
and conſequently can. pere need men- 
themſelves, thys tacitiy countenanged from 


the pulpi, they carry int hip. and Nabe 


man who has the uſe of reaſon; "ihe 
ſpeeches are full of contempt of all ſagh as 
have not the light within, and all degrees 
of ſubordination to ſuperiors they muſt in 
their hearts deſpiſe, becauſe they Jopk upon 
their canhly maten relations, and friends, 
as beings far inferior to themſelves, who are 
the deft of te Lon; hence they talk of 
the dread ſovereign of heaven and earth 
with the greateſt familiarity, and as from 
his own mouth, e. 


nay urge his 2 for Ne: nag 
the juſt commands of their ſuperiors. 


| A ol age wi} piece this fon 
clearer light. *©* Some time fince in a very 
* cy of ts Kinglem, « great 
* diſturbance aroſe about one of the itine- 
< rant, unſtable, and unleatned teachers; 
che conteſt became warm, and a very 
_ <« worthy general who had the command 
© of ike lies quartered in the town, 
* prudently gave orders that none of his 
« men ſhould attend this preacher, fearing 
* they ſhould be induced to interfere in the 
HO „ 
| 2 In the evening 
* had dſobeyed hi order, he en or him, 
<« demanded the reaſon of his diſobedience, 
* which he knew might be attended with 
« "ſevere military diſcipline ? The ſoldier 
told him chat it was true he had ordered 
* him not to attend the preacher, but that 
a greater commander had engaged him 


ce ka 


(631) 
to neglect his orders, for he had pro- 
© rhifed Cod AlN bo moot ime the 


« Caftle-hill, to hear his miniſter at fix 
© clock exactiy: The general aſked him 
* how often he had been at man! To 

i which he replied, but once before, but 
cc 
„ ES 4 


| E ts 
the pride and prefumption of an old diſci- 
ple, when a new one could talk thus fami- 
Harly.of the Deity. However theſe empi- 
nes in theology may boaſt of ſuch inſtanta- 
e NET NN 


ln 
but heartily wiſh them more frequent and 
fincere ; for it is much to be doubted whe- 
ther this method of dealing with men be 
agreeaþſe to the courſe of divine providence 
in the works of nature or diſpenſations of 
grace. Time and means muſt be allowed 
for real changes. The ſeeds of nue may 


de 


131 
tance, and of preſerving and comforting 
thoſe who have already experienced the ſa- 
ving grace, 9 


Tis ini este 
tions and contributions fot new eme 
in all parts of the town, unter the diree= 
tion of theſe unlearned and unftable paſtors. 
Thus our churches which are conveniently 


„ all parts cf this 


r fave fit I GI thay 
finds of the defuded nniltitude, are fo fat 


Fom a total difregard of all religion, 
om cen, den 


— open profienats nan 5: 
—— 
= = The 


( 34) 


alti- 
preacher who is fallowed by th 
— nt ns, 
why, up 7 
with the greateſt injuſtice ; . 4 
ing te fp rents of fn 
= + 


old diſcipline of the eſtabliſhed church, that 


and 
to a timidity 

; the latter is deſerted, and 

unbecoming diffidence of the ſufficiency of 


S 


E 1 


, e . cnn of Gankciln gee 
1 „ K hours and all 
lectures are daily 


and 
ſeaſons for the encouragement, and ſuppor; 


D 
SY (and by Dn 2 
| - +. = qo Chriſt 
— 


ee 


the ordinary practice af piety (which can 


of enthuſiaſtic rant; and for the mainte- 


in which any mechanic who deems himſelf. 


circumſtances would otherwiſe have allowed. 


lowed from one end. of the town to the 


(3s) 


r | 


called to the miniſtry by inſparatian, if he is 


able to pay for licenſing a houſe, opens it as 


a chriſtian church, and is ſure to have a 
ſufficient number of diſciples, cither to feed- 


his ſpiritual pride, by allowing his call from. 


within, or by contributions to ſupport him 
in an eaſier way of life than his fituation and 


of. Strange effect of credulity in a chriſtian. 
country, and under the eye of the beſt dif- 
ciplined church on earth, that a man ſhould, 
be deemed an inſpired preacher, and ſol- 


23% a Ü 
native tongue! Was their inſpiration 
from heaven, ea 
neſ from whence ſlow d the gift of divers 
tongues to the apnitles, would enable theſe 
preachers to ſpeak at leaſt in the language 
e common ſenſe, that the learned as well as 
6— un 
6 2 


66 
of their pious inſtructions, and not depart 
from their afſeenblies with the utmoſt hor- 
rer, ſhocked at men's preaching the go 
ner, uſing the loweſt and moſt unmanly, 
and ſometimes the rudeſt expreſſions, in 
their addreſſes to mankind, on the nobleſt 
the tongue of eloquence ; and if all orders 
of men have an equal claim to the preach- 
ef's concern for their immortal fouls, how 
careful ought he to be to ſpeak in the lan- 
guage of men, who aſcends a pulpit in this 
our day, when we make fo much uſe of 
our intellectual powers, and require regu- 
„ adamant 


teachers, here meutioned ; for in every page of his 
preface, he takes care to acquaint his readers, that he 


| bs a perſect critic in Hebrew; and that our tranſlators 
of Solomon's ſongs, were mere dablers in that lan- 


0" 


(37) 


Our Saviour ſhewel the fame readineſs ta. 5 


do acts of mercy ; for the rich, as the poor: 
but theſe his Nl ba inſtead of 


« (meaning the rich) they are going to hell 
n headlong in their fine coaches; and would 
| © to God, they would go by themſelves, and 
not take their ſervants along with them; 
"- Ut pe ws ne ng S late on the 
* ſabbath, and other diaboligal contrivances, 
« the poor ſervants are hindered from at- 


Nr 
* hell with their vile maſters.” * 


Here is fine reaſoning, 3 
table pen. to men of ſuperior birth and 
| education ? 


436) 
education? is this the proper method of 
ſpeaking of our ſenators, our magiſtrates, our 
gentry, and our merchants before a giddy 
deluded mob ? Certainly no. When a con- 
gregation is aſſembled, and partly compoſed 
al perſons of rank and fortune, a degree of 
reverence to his ſuperiors will guide the mo- 
deſt and truly chriſtian preacher, and teach 
him more becoming language. The exam- 
ple of our Saviour, who, even when he was 
reviled, reviled not again, will teach him 
more humility than to pronounce ſentence 
of condemnation without authority, and 
even without uſing the decent and ne- 
ceflary means of amending thoſe whom 
they thus inſtantancouſly damn. If vul- 
gar and uncharitable expreflions, if a 
brutal and unrelenting ſpirit of damning all 
| to Hell, who are not of 2 particular ſet 
be the effedts of the light within, may the 
all-wiſe and i kind Creator of the 
univerſe (who cauſcth his ſun to ſhine, on 
the juſt and the unjuſt,) preſerve us in our 
happy darkneſs, and ſuffer us not to be led 
— Xx 


(39). 
———theſe falſe lights. of the world. I wauld 
not here be undexſtaod to infinuate,. that a 
preacher ſhould be aſhamed to name. ſuch 


a place as bell before:a polite audience; this 
is an extreme on the. ther ſide: IL. only 


would have it re , that there. is a 
way of convincing wen of the beauty of ho+ 
lines, and the amighleneſe of chriflianity, 
by ſound reaſon and; argument, am winch 


eminent divines in all ages fince the founda- 
tion of chriſtianity, and. is better adapted to 
teach the kind and: charitable precepts of 
the goſpel, than this:enthuſiaftic, thunder- 
. erated 


Ke wi a: ts Se ee; 
deaes, ſays our Saviour ; but are theſe the 
innocent doves, who inſtruct men to go 
r 
W they cov in © lite of dition, if - 
they have not the light within, or, in other 


Sabivary" prebept ub * Seerm ye ho- 
endes, bar be venomous is k- 


— a 5 
ledge they may have of it within thetn- 
ſelves, yet in order to evince reaſonable men 
of Kath bf um al it will be ne- 
ceflary at R Gai 


0 41 } 


Co Hoe I 
in tbe gieat end of the chriſtian diſpenſation. 
And: if theſe men were really the choſen 
prieſts of the moſt high God, he would 
mod certainly in his great mercy, give 
lame fironger teſtimony of it (than their 
bare affertion to convince an 
age, and not let eternal ſalvation be con- 

 faned to a few ſectarĩes: fince then no man 
can have any other evidence of a preacher's 
mſprration, than miracles, which are the 
natural proofs of it, eſtabliſhed by ſcripture, 
and allowed by reaſon ; and no ſuch exi- 
dence has yet appeared for the diſtinguiſh- 
ed enthuſiaſtie preachers of our day, let us 
mward light, and believe, that it is the 
off&t of a weak deluded imagination, puf- | 
fed up with a vain conceit of its own impor- 
tance, and apt to enthuſiaſtic 
DAT LOSER 
 T heartily wiſh however, that interef# or 
ambition may not be at the bottom of this 
—— 


= - The 


ways 
| The modern infidels, who heartily with = 
Que religion to be fille but cannot with all 


their art prove it fo, may reaſonably retort 
on theſe mep, that they do not pretend to 
prove the truth of it ; but reſt it folely on 
the light within, which is the key of all 
ſpiritual knowledge — and at once makes 


- ** 


' What a ſcandal it is to chriſtianity, that 
men ſhould value themiives more upon. 
being called after the name of any particu; 
lar ſeft, than on the practice of thoſe du: 
ties, which conſſitute the character of a 
good chriſtian ! The queſtion is not now, 
who's the moſt charitable and devout, who 
is moſt in favour with God and man for un 
common piety to the pne, and univerſal 
love and beneyolence to the other ? But 
| who has received the light within? Wha 
has experienced the wildeſt extaſies, the 


durſings, and revilings. 


(43) 
preachers, © who want to catch the ge, to 
N be the leaders of fett, to give names to 
© multitudes, to be admired or enriched” 
View the effects of the modern ſpirit called 
by the falſe name of divine inſpiration. ch 
* alternately fings, it groans, it fights, it 


+ weeps, it thunders out damnation, it 
© bawls in tabernacles, it raves in our 


: i. + ls bo er 
diſtinguiſhes itſelf from the ſpirit of truth, 


| by its doctrines, it teaches, for the peace- 


able, charitable, compaſſionate diftates of 
the holy ſpirit of God, the diabolical dic- 
ns of ts 4 Kan, 


From theſe hints ori the light within; let 


ms now peoonee! ts ws wats the contis- 8 5 


male part of their followers, y to. 
their receiving this inmurd light. C 


(44) 


thority of the prieſt ; and often to expoſe 
weakneſſes in families, and particular per- 


| tegrity of in their lay teachers? 


| I they will not, as I think they cannot, 
certainly this kind of confeffion is unwar- 


ſtand on record, as eminent ornaments of 
the chriſtian religion, when every ſpecies of 
enthufiaſie and error ſhall. be buried in obli- 


_ i ts to i 


miniſters, let me juſt take notice of. the 
uſual behavicur of an-enthufiaſtic mob to« 


| wards one of their admired preachers. No 
ſooner 


ſons, which may be turned to the advan- 
ago of deigning men; and will theſe in- 


but touch the hem of his garment, but 
| happier fill if they can but conduct hin 
amidſt fight and fobs to the ey, d 


earth, or if favoured with acceſs, feed his 


would it be to fre one of theſe Mines turn 
to the attending croud, and tell them to go 


(4s) 
ſooner does he deſeend from the pulpit; 
but the pious converts preſs around him; 
and, in ſpite of all oppoſition, force their 
way to his facred perſon, happy if they cam 


there by turns take a peep at this faint upon 


abundant vanity with the moſt fulſome en- 


comiums on his great and unwenried atten- 


tion to the concerns of their precious fouls. 


bring ſufficient proofs from: thence of the 


they are committed ) to teach them the law 
and the goſpel, and that till then they 


ſhould not aſſemble in ſuch multitudes and 


ſo far from their home, as if all the cletgy 
of the eſtabliſhed church were ignorant, or 


unwilling to teach them. This behaviour 
would be more like a chriſtian prieſt, than 


aſcending 


(46) 
akending the pulpic to ral at their b 


as the ar ce ne 
however, I am afraid, than would be con- 
fiſtent with their interef. 


From the ** that 
theſe men have no foundation from ſcrip- 
ture, reaſon, or common humanity, to af- 
who are not of their perſuaſion, or, in 
other words, who have not experienced 
nnen 
ern. Hear it from the 
mouth of the Lord, uch expreſſions are 
© intolerable before a mixed of 
| chriſtians. If what I have faid ſhould 
tempt any one to ſearch further into the 
ways of theſe men, if he will but take the 
pure unpolluted word of God, contained in 


| 1* 


F miſtreſs of the family, was not only too 
buſy in preparing an entertainment for him, 


neſs for want of the light within ? Oh! im- 


part fulfilled the moral law, that he was 


(4) 
more and more reaſon to believe, that thoſe 
preachers are not the true ſervants of the 


moſt high God, who is long-ſuffering, and 
of great kindneſs, who. doth not reward 


men after their iniquities, nor puniſh them 


according to their fins ; whoſe tender mer- 


cies are over all his works, who is there de- 


ſcribed to be a God of love, of infinite 


depths of deſpair, and fentence ws to eter- 
nal damnation for doubting in matters of 
faith ? Or will he doom us to utter dark- 


pious thought, how contrary this to the 
mad de. of ere eee by 
his Son. He told a man who had only in 


not far from the kingdom of heaven : how 
mild is his reproof to Martha, hd, as 


but neglected attending on his divine pre- 
cepts, and wanted likewiſe to take her fiſ- 


ter from her devotions, « Martha ! Mar- 
tha 


1 
we outfjde of the platter, (I uſe their own 


(3 
ere ms a 
with ignorance of chriſtianity, and neglect 
af their duty, with a view of perverting the 
weak members of their congregations, and 
of turning them afide to hear the goſpel, 
inhumanly mangled, and cruelly miſinter- 
preted, to ſerve the purpoſes of intereſt or 
ambition. Give but as diligent and unbiaſ- 
ſed an attention to your own reading of the 
ſcriptures, as you do to the falſe interpreta» - 
Sr =” — 
en that there is a” UG 
within, to enable 0 
truths, of the goſpel, and that a modeſt uſe 
of your reaſon, joined to a pious diſpoſition 
to believe the ſacred myſteries of our holy 
religion 'as conſonant to that reaſon, is all 
the light within, that is required of you; 
you will then ſeriouſſy and devoutly attend 


\ + on 


